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appears to be earnest; but the first step for his supporters
is to get Seymour to decline. There are rumors that he
has put his resignation in the hands of the National Demo-
cratic Committee. If this be so, which I doubt, the Pre-
sident and his friends will be promptly thrust aside and
Chase pressed with energy. I am not in the secret of
these operations, but hear much of them. If Seymour has
resigned or should resign, Hancock or Doolittle should be
substituted. Were either of these men at once earnestly
and most decisively pressed, possibly something might be
accomplished, but a change of front at this late day would
be a pretty certain precursor of defeat. I have little faith
in anything good being effected.

It would gratify me to see the national nominating con-
vention system overthrown, as it would be were a candidate
spontaneously taken up and elected.

I asked Randall, who was uneasy during the whole
Cabinet session, what was being done. He said nothing
decisive; that the Blairs would rather have Frank on the
ticket and be defeated than have any other man elected.
This is Seward all over, and I noticed that Seward seemed
in excellent spirits.

He does not like Seymour or any Democrat, unless some
one like Randall, an active, superficial, and super-service-
able schemer whom he can use. As Schofield had to
remain after Cabinet session, Randall went round and
said to the President he would come up this evening.
I think Randall would, if he had the opportunity, go for
the President. I asked who would be named, if Seymour
declined. He said Chase, oar the President. I asked him
what was to be gained by electing Chase, or making him
the standard-bearer. It staggered him. "Nothing/7 said
he,1 %ut I want to beat Grant." So do I.

October 17, Saturday. Under the circumstances the
Democrats and conservatives have done well in the late
elections. They have been cheated and wronged to some